
 

6th December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Ofsted Inspection  
 
Ofsted visited our school on 21st and 22nd September this year.  I am pleased to report that 
Ofsted have graded our school as ‘good’ in all areas. The report is extremely positive and 
throughout OfSTED are complimentary about our school, our staff and our pupils, who 
were a credit to themselves and to their families during the inspection.  
 
Although the school was previously graded as outstanding, the OFSTED framework has 
changed considerably since we were last inspected in 2007. The exam results now are 
higher than they were in 2007, but the new inspection framework no longer has the 
emphasis on those results in the way it did 14 years ago. The inspection we have just had 
focused on the quality of education, pupil behaviour, personal development, leadership 
and management and safeguarding.  
 
Last month Chris Russell, OfSTED’s National Director of Education, said that a ‘…… school 
that has been judged ‘outstanding’ a good many years ago is inspected again and judged 
to be ‘good’………..doesn’t mean that the school has declined in recent years…’. This view 
was echoed by our inspection team who told us that it was probably harder to get our 
judgement of ‘good’ today than it had been to gain ‘outstanding’ in 2007. It is also 
supported by OfSTED’s own data which confirmed that around 52% of all schools 
historically graded ‘outstanding’ are now judged ‘good’ with a further 22% graded as less 
than good.  
 
With A Level results as high as this year’s 53% attaining A*A grades and 76% achieving A*-
B grades we knew we were a very high attaining school. But under the new OfSTED 
framework, being high attaining no longer means a school can be confident it will be judged 
‘good’. However, before the inspection the Governing Body and the Local Authority judged 
that we are a good school, and OfSTED’s fulsome praise for our school, staff and parents 
supports that.  
 
As I said at the start of my letter, our students were a credit to the school and their families 
during the inspection.  Ofsted say that Pupils work hard and achieve well, and that Pupils 
behave well in lessons and around the school.  They are courteous to teachers and to 
visitors.   Informally our inspection team said that they had never been to a school where 



 

so many doors were held open for them and so many students greeted them politely in 
the corridors.  Our report adds that They (pupils) enjoy being part of a school where they 
can celebrate cultural difference. What a wonderful compliment!  
 
The report confirms that teachers’ subject knowledge is strong, that across the curriculum, 
teachers identify gaps in pupils’ knowledge and address any misconceptions and that 
teachers plan opportunities in lessons to revisit previous learning.  The inspection team 
add that students appreciate the advice and feedback given by teachers.  We were 
particularly pleased to see that Ofsted recognise that provision for pupils with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is strong. 
 
As a school we have been working hard to ensure students have the higher order thinking 
skills needed to access top grades and to prepare them for life beyond the school 
gates.  Ofsted recognised this saying The curriculum is planned and taught to promote deep 
thinking and discussion among pupils. They also commented that Teachers encourage 
pupils to be independent in their learning, that In science, pupils enjoy frequent practical 
work and Pupils in the main school are well versed in reflecting on their work and discussing 
it with peers.  This helps them to identify their strengths and weaknesses and bring about 
self-improvement. 
 
At GCSE 79% of results were Grade 7+ this academic year, and 99% of our students 
achieved the English Baccalaureate.  Similarly, attainment at A Level is very high with 53% 
of results at A*A grades and 76% of results achieving A*-B grades. We are extremely proud 
of the progress made by our students with a Progress 8 score of 0.88 achieved in 2019 
which puts us significantly above the national average and in the highest 20% of all schools 
nationally.  This means an average that a student who attends ICHS will achieve nearly a 
grade higher in every subject than expected.  ICHS is extremely successful in subjects like 
Maths, Science and the Humanities with both attainment and progress in the highest 20% 
of schools nationally (Attainment 8 and Progress 8 figures for 2019, 2018 and 2017), Ofsted 
have asked us to consider how we can further develop students abilities in more creative 
subjects like music alongside the traditionally academic subjects at which we excel.  Ofsted 
have asked us to: For example, in music, pupils need to deepen their understanding through 
increasingly sophisticated performing, composing, and listening work.  This is an area that 
we have already begun focused work on as the higher order thinking skills creative subjects 
help our students to develop are of great benefit. 
 
The pastoral programme offered by a school is just as important as the academic 
programme.  Ofsted have confirmed that our Pupils follow a well-considered personal 
development curriculum and that They are well supported in managing academic pressures 



 

and their mental health and that Students in the sixth form are well supported with their 
next steps.  We are pleased that Ofsted observed that Bullying does not happen often, but 
when it is picked up it is dealt with firmly.  Students’ wellbeing is key so we are pleased that 
the team saw that staff also encourage pupils to look after their physical and mental health, 
and that Pupils said that their teachers talk about mental wellbeing all the time.  It is 
important that our students feel confident and able to speak to our staff so we can help, I 
am pleased that the team reported that If pupils have a concern about anything, they can 
speak to a teacher. 
 
Ofsted have acknowledged that we provide a reasonable range of opportunities is provided 
for pupils to enjoy experiences above and beyond the academic, but they have asked us to 
look at this as an area of focus so that we can consider the needs and talents of pupils and 
offer a greater variety of additional activities that aim to deepen pupils’ personal 
development beyond the academic curriculum.  Coronavirus has presented a unique set of 
challenges with developing the curriculum beyond the classroom but this is an important 
area of work that we had already identified for development and we are happy to continue 
to develop this area.  Over the last few months, you will have seen the groundwork that 
has already begun in this area.  This includes the introduction of Unifrog, alongside our 
twitter feed and the first copy of ICHS Student Life which showcases many of the exciting 
opportunities available for students.   
 
A lot has changed since the school had its last full inspection – in 2007 Gordon Brown 
became our Prime Minister and Apple launched the iphone!  Education has also changed 
and the focus for OfSTED and the criteria they use to judge schools has also changed. So 
the Governing Body and the Local Authority share our view that being a good school now 
is something that should give our staff, students and families confidence in the education 
here and gives us an exceptionally strong foundation for the future. 
 
Ofsted’s chief inspector recently said that “My message to parents is, if a school that had 
an outstanding judgement 15 years ago now has a good judgement.  That is a good school 
– you should believe that.”   We are pleased with our excellent report and the very positive 
commentary Ofsted have given us.  We are already taking on board the feedback we have 
been given, and we are working hard, together as a team, to build on our current success.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank all our students and staff who work 
so hard to make Ilford County High such a good school, where students can, and do achieve 
their very best results. 
 
 



 

If you would like to read our inspection report in full, please click on the link here. 
 
https://www.ichs.org.uk/21/ofsted-and-performance 
 
If you would like to read the Ofsted inspection framework, please click on the link here. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-handbook-eif/school-
inspection-handbook 
 
If you would like more information about the school’s examination results, please click on 
the link here.  
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/102850/ilford-county-
high-school/secondary 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 

 
Mrs R Drysdale 
Headteacher  
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