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Year group LFT completed in school 

Year 7 86% 

Year 8 78% 

Year 9 80% 

Year 10 76% 

Year 11 86% 

Year 12 76% 

Year 13 65% 

Overall 79% 

 

Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy new year and welcome back to the new term.  I hope you all had an enjoyable break and 
are keeping safe and well in these challenging times.

I would like to extend my thanks to all the students who participated in our in-school coronavirus 
testing programme this week.  As I am sure you will be aware from the news, coronavirus rates in 
the UK are particularly high at the moment and the government asked all schools to test students 
for coronavirus before their return to the classroom.  Thank-you also to parents for supporting the  
programme, it is one of the measures we can use to try and minimise cases amongst staff and  
students so that we can keep our school open and operating as close to normality as possible.

I thought you might like to see the following figures.  The high take-up rates clearly indicate how we 
are working together to make a difference.  

On Thursday, Year 7 and Year 11 took a box of lateral flow tests home with them.  On Friday (today), 
Year 9 and Year 10 will bring a box of lateral flow tests home with them.  On Monday, Year 8 will bring 
a box of lateral flow tests home with them.  The Sixth Form can collect tests, as needed, from S11.  
The government have asked that all students carry out a second Lateral Flow Test, four days after 
their in-school test.  Students should then continue to test twice a week.  In order to collect the results 
of students Lateral Flow Tests, we have set up a form on the school website.  The form is designed to 
be quick and easy to use.   Please can I ask that you record the results of your child’s second lateral 
flow test and their regular twice weekly tests moving forward on the form.  A link to the form is also 
given below for your convenience but it is easily accessible on our website.

https://forms.office.com/r/0kTndnU1gb

Accessible on our website.  Go to Home page  → Scroll down to Covid Test Report Form
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Headteacher’s Update Continued
We have a number of other measures operating in school currently to help minimise the transmission 
of coronavirus:

•     Two windows in every classroom are currently being kept open to provide ventilation
•     Students and staff are wearing masks inside our buildings
•     Our one-way system is operating
•     We have moved assemblies online

Rates of coronavirus remain high across London and naturally this is reflected in school.  We have 
drawn up contingency plans that we can use should we face particularly challenging staffing issues. 
We have more supply teachers in school than normal as we cover classes for absent colleagues, 
and on occasions we are being innovative and doubling up classes and teaching them in bigger 
spaces, or online to ensure as many students as possible can benefit from our own specialist  
teachers.  If levels of absence rise we may have to ask individual year groups to work from home.  
Under these circumstances we would prioritise in-school teaching for our examination classes in 
Year 10, 11, 12 and 13.  Classes working from home would be set work via ClassCharts to allow 
teachers to cover for absent colleagues in school.  If we need to more to this model we will give 
parents as much notice as possible.  Naturally, this is not something we would choose to do unless 
it was absolutely necessary.

If you have not already had an opportunity to do so, please have a look at the amazing Art work 
on our twitter feed.  If you don’t have a twitter account, you can use the link on our website to see 
the pictures (and previous posts).  The work is really exceptional.  Thank-you also to the Friends of 
ICHS  who held an online cookery session ‘come bake with me’.  The students (and their families) 
who took part really enjoyed the event and the amazing chocolate logs that the students baked 
can be seen on our twitter feed.  Congratulations to everyone who took part.

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


