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Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the new half-term and happy Diwali to all those who were celebrating yesterday.

If you have not already had the opportunity to do so, it is well worth looking at our brand new 
twitter feed.  It shares with parents many of the exciting things that are happening in school.  You 
don’t have to sign up to twitter to see our tweets – just log on to our website and click on the twitter  
symbol in the top left hand corner of the welcome page.  Tweets from this week include  
success for our Sixth Form football team who beat Brampton Manor earlier this week; displays  
of incredible art work; the Halloween Book Club special; and news that one of our alumni has  
been made an ‘Instagrammer in residence’ at the Barbican!

Congratulations to all of our Year 12 students who took part in the National Citizen Service  
programme in the week before half-term and over the half-term break.  Team building, life skills 
and rewarding community projects are all important elements of this programme.  The programme 
leaders were extremely complementary about our students, and I hope the skills they have learnt 
and experiences they have had will be remembered long into the future.  Huge thanks to Miss  
Nekiwala, Mrs Crombie and Mr Norley for their hard work in organising this amazing opportunity for 
our students.

ICHS has committed to being a #LitInColour pioneer school and we have been gifted with over 
600 texts from Penguin UK Books by writers of colour. A huge thank-you to them and Pearson  
Edexcel for this opportunity.  If your son has not yet had the chance to visit the LRC and explore the 
new books on offer then please encourage him to do so.  I have borrowed my first book from the  
collection and am enjoying reading it.

On Friday 12th November 2021 we are planning to have our first ‘Lockdown’ practice of the 
year at 10am.  I am including this information in my letter so that you can discuss this with your 
child, in advance, if you wish to do so. We will also be talking to students about the lockdown  
practice in school. Lockdown procedures may be activated in response to any number of  
situations.  Situations such as: an intruder inside the school or an emergency situation outside  
the school that prevents the evacuation of students and staff from the building.  We have only had 
to use lockdown procedures once in the last few years – to keep children and staff safe when a 
swarm of bees visited our playground and field!

We will practice a full lockdown on Friday 12th November so that students are able to recognise  
the bell and know what to do in the event of a lockdown emergency.  Students will be asked to  
remain in classrooms, move away from windows and doors and to sit on the floor / under desks.  
Classroom doors will be locked.  Students will be supported by members of staff throughout.   
Incidents requiring a full lockdown are thankfully extremely rare in the UK but it is important that  
we practice this routine.  If you have any questions or if you feel your child would benefit from  
additional support during the practice, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


