
 

TSH/NR 
 
8th February 2023 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
The next World Book Day will take place on 2nd March 2023 and the theme this year is ‘You Are A Reader’. 
Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future success – more than their family 
circumstances, their parents’ educational background or their income. The English Department at Ilford 
County want to see more children with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure and the improved life 
chances this brings them. 
 
Below you can find some statistics from the 2022 Annual Literacy Survey, what we’re doing as a 
department and how parents can get involved. 
 

Statistic from the 2022 
Annual Literacy Survey 

What the English 
Department is doing 

What parents can do 

Only 47.8% children aged 
8 to 18 said they enjoyed 
reading and fewer than 3 
in 10 of young people 
surveyed said that they 
read daily. 

In addition to author talks 
and scheduling LRC lessons 
as part of the KS3 English 
curriculum, we have also 
introduced a ‘reading book’ 
positive to motivate students 
to read their own books for 
pleasure. It is now an 
expectation that students 
always have a reading book 
on them and form tutors 
have been encouraged to 
give their tutees positives 
when they see this during 
form time/assembly etc. 

In November 2022 I sent a letter home to 
all parents with advice for reluctant 
readers. The letter included over 15 
suggestions on how to get your child more 
engaged with literature. If you did not see 
it, it can be accessed at: 
https://www.ichs.org.uk/44/letters-home 
 

41% of girls said they 
talked about what they 
were reading with their 
family compared to only 
33.1% of boys.  

Attached with this letter is a 
‘Reading Bingo’ sheet and 
three reading lists. The bingo 
sheet features activities that 
parents must verify with 
their signature. We do not 
expect students to complete 
every single activity, but 
each will garner your son a 
positive and will give you 
something to chat about 
over dinner! 

According to the Literacy Trust, 1 in 6 adults 
in England have very poor literacy skills. 
They can understand short straightforward 
texts on familiar topics but reading 
information from unfamiliar sources, or on 
unfamiliar topics, could cause problems. 
This is also known as being functionally 
illiterate. If you can identify with this and 
are looking for some support, please visit 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-
families/adult-literacy/ - there are 
numerous charities and resources you can 
turn to if you do not feel comfortable to 
reach out to anyone in the English 
Department.  
 
 

https://www.ichs.org.uk/44/letters-home
https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/adult-literacy/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/adult-literacy/


 

Only 1 in 5 boys talk 
about what they’re 
reading with their friends.  

We have a ‘Language 
Ambassador’ presenting 
PowerPoints to their form 
every two weeks to teach 
foreign language idioms, 
explain English etymology 
and run competitions etc. 
The aim of this is to 
encourage conversation 
about books, words and 
language as a whole.  

Try and make reading a communal 
experience that gives your son an 
‘occasion’ to speak about with their friends. 
An example might be them selecting a book 
from a museum gift shop or you might even 
arrange a book swap with another parent.  

 
Attached to this letter you should find the Reading Bingo sheet (due on 2nd March 2023) and three reading 
lists.  
 
Please keep an eye out on ClassCharts as more resources will be posted there. As always, if you have any 
questions or suggestions, please feel free to email me at tshah@ichs.org.uk. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Miss Shah 
 
Head of Teaching and Learning English 
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