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Entry Requirements – September 2023 

Students who attend the ICHS Sixth Form follow one of our four ICHS pathways.  Each pathway allows us to 
tailor a course to meet the needs of individual students.  Entry requirements are the same for internal and 
external students. 
 

Entry Requirements: 

In order to enter the Sixth Form at ICHS students must meet the minimum entry requirements.  The same 

academic entry criteria applies to both internal and external students. 

1. Students must achieve at least eight GCSE qualifications with an average grade or GCSE capped point 

score of 6 or higher 

2. At least six of the GCSE qualifications must be at grade 6 or higher  

3. Students must achieve GCSE English and GCSE Mathematics at Grade 5 or higher  

4. All eight GCSE qualifications must have been completed after May of the last academic year (i.e. In the 

last 16 months) 

5. Some courses have individual entry requirements.  These are published in the Sixth Form Prospectus.  

Students must meet the specific course entry requirements for the courses they wish to study. 

 

Over Subscription Criteria 

We currently offer at least 30 places to external students to join our Sixth Form each academic year. The 

individual courses on offer in our Sixth Form run on the basis of attracting a set minimum number of students.   

The school will strive to maximise the viability of each pre-published course. 

Each individual candidate must meet the same entry requirements which are detailed on the following pages, 

places will first be offered to all internal applicants and then to external applicants.  If courses are over-

subscribed the following criteria will be applied to external candidates who meet the minimum entry 

requirements:- 

1. ‘Looked after children’ and previously ‘looked after children’, i.e. children who are in the care of the 

local authorities as defined by section 22 of the Children Act 1989  

2. Highest predicted average grade point score across eight subjects at GCSE. 

3. Applicants living inside the common catchment area.   
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Entry to the ICHS Pathways: 

Pathway 

I 

Students who follow Pathway I will complete Three A Levels, an EPQ, and will follow our full 
pastoral and Life Skills programme and will complete at least twelve hours of voluntary service 
in Year 12.  The EPQ is an excellent qualification that helps develop students critical, reflective 
and independent learning skills, intellectual curiosity and academic rigour.  The EPQ helps 
develop a wide range of portable skills and is widely welcomed by universities. 

Students who wish to follow Pathway I require an average GCSE capped point score of 6.5. 

Pathway 

C 

 

Students who follow Pathway C will complete A Level Further Mathematics alongside A Level 
Mathematics and two other A Levels. Students will also follow our full pastoral and Life Skills 
programme and will complete at least twelve hours of voluntary service in Year 12.  All 
students who wish to study Further Mathematics must follow Pathway C.  Please note that if you 
later decide to study three A Levels, rather than four, you must drop Further Mathematics. 

Students who wish to follow Pathway C required an average GCSE capped point score of 7.5 and 
a Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics.    

Pathway 

H 

Students who follow Pathway H will complete four A Levels. Students will also follow our full 
pastoral and Life Skills programme and will complete at least twelve hours of voluntary service 
in Year 12.   

Students who wish to follow Pathway C required an average GCSE capped point score of 7.5 and 
a Grade 8 in GCSE in each subject that they wish to study at A Level.  

Pathway 

S 

 

Students who follow Pathway S will complete three A Levels and will follow our full pastoral 
and Life Skills programme and will complete at least twelve hours of voluntary service in Year 
12.   

The decision to enter a student onto Pathway S will be taken on an individual basis once GCSE 
results have been received.  Students who achieve GCSE grades that are at the lower end of our 
entry requirements (with an average GCSE capped point score of between 6.0 and 6.4) will be 
entered on to Pathway S.  Students will also participate in a dedicated, additional study skills 
programme to further support their progress. 

 

How many A Levels should you take? 

When deciding how many A Levels to take, please consider that the vast majority of degree courses require 
three A Levels.  No universities require four A Levels and studying four A Levels does not provide students with 
an advantage over those who have studied for three A Levels.  The only exception to this rule is for students 
who require further mathematics for access onto some courses.   

Students should consider taking four A Levels very carefully because A Level study is extremely demanding, 
and it is better to achieve three excellent grades at A Level than it is to achieve four slightly lower grades.  Our 
students with the strongest GCSE grades and the best study skills may still consider the four A Level 
pathway.  Internal candidates must discuss their choice with Mrs Crombie, Assistant Headteacher or Mr 
Norley, Director of Student Development for the Sixth Form before submitting their application form. 
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Additional Information 

All students are welcome to attend our Ilford County High School Sixth Form Open Evening to learn about our 

school, its Sixth Form and the courses we offer.  

We reserve the right to withdraw a particular course / subject if, for example, there is insufficient recruitment 

to that course.  Applicants will be informed of this decision and will be able to choose an alternative 

programme of study. 

Where there are more applicants than spaces available on a particular course, applicants will be informed of 

this as early as possible and will be offered an alternative course / subject with the option of a ‘waiting list’ 

place on their chosen course to be considered once the enrolment process has been completed in August. 

When applicants are given a conditional offer of a place in the Sixth Form at Ilford County High School they 

will be informed of the enrolment process.  Conditional offers of places will only stand until the day of GCSE 

results being issued and will not stand after this time (Specific times will be published closer to the day).  Any 

available places will be offered to applicants on the waiting list at this point.   

 


