
 

26th January 2023 

 

 
 BBC television programme and talk from a former student on their life journey  

 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 
I am writing to you today with an exciting opportunity.  The BBC have contacted us and have asked 
us to take part in a new television programme.  Filming will take place in school on Thursday 2nd 
February 2023.  Details of the programme and the talk that will be filmed in school are given below. 
 

Milk and Honey Productions is producing a television programme for BBC1 currently entitled, 
“Love and Faith…”.  This series will explore what different faiths can teach us about the universal 
themes of love, family and relationships in the UK today.  Focussing on one faith per episode 
(Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism and Judaism), each episode will follow the story of a 
person or family facing a significant moment in their life. 
 
For one episode, they are following the story of Anish, a former student and head boy at Ilford 
County High School, who went to Cambridge University and is now a city lawyer.  Anish comes 
from a Hindu background and loves his faith.  But for many years he’s found it hard to reconcile 
the fact that he is also gay.  How can he celebrate being both gay and Hindu?  In this film he 
explores this issue and finds out that it is possible to be valued, accepted and happy.  Anish now 
wants to come back to his former school to speak to current students about the journey he’s 
been on.   
 
Milk and Honey Productions will attend the school on Thursday 2nd February to film Anish 
delivering his talk to students at the school.  The students will be asked to listen to the talk and 
can ask questions at the end.  Where permission has been given, the students might be included 
in the film listening to the talk and speaking to each other and Anish.    The series is due to be 
shown on BBC1 around the start of April 2023 and confirmed dates will be sent to the school as 
soon as they are known.  The series will also be available on iPlayer after transmission. 
 

 
This is a wonderful chance to listen to a former student talk about his journey.  We expect the talk 
to last approximately 45-60 minutes.  We are opening this opportunity to students in Year 10, 11, 
12 and 13.  Places at the talk will be limited, and we must ask all students who wish to be involved 
to complete the attached forms, which must be signed by a parent.  Permission forms should be 
returned to the School Reception by 3.30pm on Monday 30th January 2023.  If numbers wanting to 
take part exceed capacity, we will arrange a draw to allocate places. 
 



 

If your child would like to listen to the talk, but not be filmed, this may be possible if numbers 
permit.  Please complete the first part of the permission form only (not the second part from Milk 
and Honey Productions) and return it to the School Reception by 3.30pm on Monday 30th January 
2023. 
 
Naturally we will expect all students who wish to take part to wear full school uniform; To uphold 
the school’s values of integrity, courtesy, hard work and success; And to reflect the inclusive and 
respectful nature of our school. 
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
 
Mrs R Drysdale  
Headteacher   
 
 
 


