
 

June 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carer 
 
Year 9 Option Change 
 
I am writing to inform you that I have had to take the very difficult decision to withdraw Business 
Studies from our Year 10 curriculum offer this year.  I have been forced to take this decision 
because of the national shortage of specialist Economics and Business teachers.  We have been 
actively working to recruit teachers to our Economics and Business Department since September 
2020.  Despite our best efforts and numerous adverts and interviews, we have been unable to 
recruit good, permanent teachers to our school team in this subject area.  When we completed the 
options process earlier this year,  we had recruited a full team of Economics and Business teachers 
ready for September 2022, sadly this is no longer the case. 
 
Whilst we have managed to cover classes this year using locum teachers who have been supported 
by our own staff, this is not a good long-term solution.  We have decided to withdraw the Year 10 
GCSE Business Studies course to enable our limited specialist teaching to be concentrated on our 
A Level students and students who are already studying GCSE Business Studies in Year 11. 
 
You are receiving this letter because your child opted to study for GCSE Business Studies and was 
unsuccessful in our GCSE Business Studies draw for places and they are currently on the waiting list 
for a place in a GCSE Business Studies class.  Unfortunately, it will now not be possible for your child 
to study for GCSE Business Studies.  We understand that your child will be disappointed, and I 
apologise for the inconvenience that this will cause. 
 
Your child has already been allocated a place in an alternative subject.   As we have widened the 
choice of GCSE subjects on offer because we have been forced to withdraw GCSE Business Studies, 
we wanted to give your child the option of choosing to study GCSE Media Studies or GCSE Sociology 
if they wished.  If your son wishes to remain in the subjects they have currently been offered, then 
there is no need to complete the attached form. 
 

Please click on the link below to make your alternative GCSE choice by Monday 20th June 
2022.  The following subjects are available for students to choose: 

• GCSE Geography 
• GCSE History 
• GCSE Psychology 
• GCSE PE 

 
 



 

We have also spoken to our teaching team, in addition to the options above, we can also offer: 

• GCSE Media Studies 
• GCSE Sociology 

GCSE Media Studies requires students to closely analyse and compare media products in 
relation to relevant key social, cultural, historical and political contexts. Knowledge and 
understanding is developed through the practical analysis or creation of media 
products.  Media products are considered in the light of the contexts in which they are 
produced and received.  GCSE Media Studies engages students in the in-depth study of media 
products in relation to the four areas of the theoretical framework: media language, media 
representation, media industries, media audiences.  Students are required to study media 
products from all of the following media forms: television, film, radio, newspapers, magazines, 
advertising and marketing, online, social and participatory media, video games and music 
video. 
 
GCSE Sociology requires students to gain knowledge and understanding of key social 
structures, processes and issues through the study of families, education, crime and deviance 
and social stratification.  Students develop their analytical, assimilation and communication 
skills by comparing and contrasting perspectives on a variety of social issues, constructing 
reasoned arguments, making substantiated judgements and drawing reasoned conclusions. 

Students study key ideas of classical sociologists including Durkheim, Marx and Weber, 
referencing their view of the world and their contribution to the development of the 
discipline.  Students will also learn how to apply various research methods to different 
sociological contexts. They will be introduced to sociological terms and concepts concerned 
with social structures, social processes and social issues. 

Your child's original choice of either GCSE History or GCSE Geography for their Humanities 
option remains unchanged.  
 
Please click on the link below by Monday 20th June, to make your alternative selection for GCSE. 
 
https://forms.office.com/r/tphHqrgw0A 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs R Drysdale 
Headteacher  

https://forms.office.com/r/tphHqrgw0A

