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Subject: Politics
Faculty: Humanities

Subject Content:
• Component 1: UK politics and core political ideas (Liberalism, Conservatism and Socialism) 
• Component 2: UK government and non-core political ideas (Anarchism) 
• Component 3: comparative politics (global).
In Year 12 students will cover democracy in the context of the UK, political parties, electoral systems, 
voting behaviour and the role of the media (component 1). They will also study the UK Constitution, 
Parliament and the EU (component 2). In Year 13 they will study global politics focusing on the state 
and globalisation, global governance with a focus on political and economic as well as human 
rights and the environment. Power and development with a focus on regionalism and the European 
Union.

Assessment
There are three examination papers of 2 hours duration each. There is no coursework option.

Entry Requirements:
Students must have grade 6 GCSE in either History, Geography or English Language.
A good command of written and spoken English will benefit students’ understanding of source  
material as well as an interest in current political developments and debates. 

Skills That This Course Will Help Students To Develop:  
Students will learn how to interpret, evaluate and provide substantiated judgements on the nature 
of politics and of government. A range of transferable skills including analysis, communication and 
debate will be nurtured. These are invaluable in a wide range of university courses and careers.  
Students’ understanding of structures of authority and power as well as how different political  
systems differ will also be developed. 
Through regular exam style assessments, students will develop skills in critical thinking and analysis, 
using a variety of question types, sources and materials.

Extra - And Super-Curricular Opportunities For Students Taking This Subject At ICHS:
Visits to the Houses of Parliament and the Supreme Court, as well as frequent debates in lessons as 
well as through the Politics society. There are also virtual meetings with the local MP, Wes Streeting 
and a member of the House of Lords (subject to their calendar and availability). 

Lead Teacher/HoTL:  Mrs Z Khan (DOTL) 
Exam Board: Edexcel A Level Politics (9PLO)
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Why Study Politics At ICHS:
Politics is an ever-evolving subject, the political landscape is constantly changing. Taking just 2022, 
the year of two monarchs and three Prime Ministers! Not only will the A Level provide students with 
academic rigour but it also sets them up with an understanding of the contemporary world. A study 
of Politics provides an insight into political beliefs which are imperative to understanding the modern 
world. The skills of analysis and evaluation will enhance students’ understanding of topics prevalent 
in the turbulent political climate of today. 

Careers And University Courses That This A Level Could Support:
• Law
• PPE
• Journalism
• International Relations
• Business
• Economics
• Medicine
• Management
• Social Policy 

3, 2, 1; The 3 Books, 2 Films And 1 Article That Every Prospective Student Should Read Or Watch Before 
Starting This A Level:
3 Books:
• Ninety Eighty Four by George Orwell
• The End of History and the Last Man by Francis Fukuyama
• The Prince by Nicolo Machiavelli
2 Films:
• The Iron Lady (2011) 
• Four Hours at the Capitol, a documentary by the BBC on the events of 2021.
1 Article 
• Brexit stems from a civil war in capitalism – we are all just collateral damage by George Monbiot 

in The Guardian. 


