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Subject: Philosophy & Ethics
Faculty:  Humanities

Subject Content:
Study of a Religion: Christianity
1. Religious Figures and Sacred Texts. 

This unit involves studying topics such as the birth and resurrection of Jesus and the Bible as a 
source of authority

2. Religious Concepts and Religious life.
This unit involves studying topics such as Trinity, Atonement, whether or not female language can 
be used when talking about God.

3. Developments in religious thought.
This unit involves studying topics such as attitudes towards wealth, feminist theology and the 
relationship between religion and science.

4. Religious Practices.
This unit involves studying topics such as Baptism, Eucharist and responses to poverty and injustice. 

Philosophy
1. Arguments for the Existence of God. 

This unit involves studying the Cosmological, Teleological and Ontological Arguments
2. Challenges to Religious belief.

This unit involves studying the theodicies of Augustine and Irenaeus, atheism and the views of 
psychologists Freud and Jung about the origins of religion.

3. Religious Experience
This unit involves studying some of the different types of religious experiences and the effect that 
they have on faith and practice.  It also includes studying miracles

4. Religious Language
This unit involves studying the different ways that we speak about faith and religion and discussing 
the meaningfulness of the language used.

Ethics
This component involves studying the following theories:  
• Divine Command Theory    •  John Finnis’ development of Natural Law
• Virtue Theory      •  Proportionalism (Bernard Hoose)
• Ethical Egoism      •  Situation Ethics
• Meta-Ethics: Naturalism, Intuitionism, Emotivism •  Utilitarianism
• Aquinas’ Natural Law
You will also study the topic of Free Will and Determinism and discuss ideas surrounding how free we are. 

Lead Teacher/HoTL:  Miss Y Stephens 
Exam Board: Eduqas A Level Religious Studies
 (A120PA)
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Assessment
There are 3 components that are studied on the course: Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and Christianity. 
You will be examined on each component meaning that there are 3 exams, each 2 hours long, at 
the end of the course.  Each component is divided into 4 units:
For each of the 3 components you will assessed and tested on two skills:
• Your ability to explain the different theories and beliefs studied (AO1)
• Your ability to construct arguments and analyse and evaluate the ideas studied (AO2)
All 3 components (exams) are equally weighted and are 33.3% of your final grade.

Entry Requirements:
Grades: 6 or higher in GCSE RE if studied (full course and short course accepted), 6 or higher in GCSE 
English Lit and/or Lang

Requisite Skills and Aptitudes:
• A love of and desire to explore and discuss big questions such as “What is the purpose of life?” 

and “Why does evil exist?” 
• The ability to listen to, consider and show respect for different perspectives. 
• A willingness and ability to think outside of the box and think creatively. 
• A curious mind and a willingness to question rather than take things at face value. 

Skills That This Course Will Help Students To Develop:  
This is a great course for helping you to develop many key transferrable skills that will allow you to 
successfully go on to many different university courses and career pathways.  Some of the key skills 
that you can develop on the course are:
• Communication (both verbal and written): There are lots of opportunities for discussion and debate 

so it is important to have an open mind and listen and be able to express your ideas clearly and 
back them up with evidence.

• The ability to clearly express your views in a logical and reasoned argument.  
• Analysis and evaluation skills 
• The ability to think critically about issues and understand them from different angles.  
• Interpersonal skills: As you gain a deeper understanding of society and how people make  

decisions you will better understand and be able to relate to people from different backgrounds, 
faith, cultures etc.

• Problem solving skills: Part of the course will be about discovering, analysing and solving problems 
especially dealing with current ethical issues or finding solutions to philosophical questions.

Extra - And Super-Curricular Opportunities For Students Taking This Subject At ICHS:
Students have the opportunity to participate in a borough wide initiative called the Redbridge  
Ambassadors of Faith and Belief (AFaB).  This initiative provides students a leadership opportunity 
and the chance to develop their communication and public speaking skills and involves students 
speaking to Yr 6 and occasionally Yr 7 pupils about their religion, faith and beliefs.  Upon completion 
students attend a ceremony at Redbridge Town Hall that is proceeded over by the Mayor where 
they receive a certification of completion.
There will also be future opportunities for a Philosophy and Ethics society as well as the opportunity 
to volunteer in KS3 Philosophy and Ethics lessons.  This volunteering will contribute to the 12 hours of 
volunteering that students are required to complete in Yr 12.
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Why Study Philosophy and Ethics At ICHS:
Is there a God and how can we prove it? How free are we to make decisions?  Should we only use 
male orientated language to speak about and refer to God when God is beyond gender?  
These are just some of the key philosophical questions and issues discussed on the course.  A Level  
Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics) is the only A Level course on offer where you get the  
opportunity to explore and discuss the big questions and issues that have interested and fascinated 
mankind for centuries. The subject is therefore a great subject to study for those that love to debate 
and discuss “meaty” issues and questions and like to be challenged and encouraged to reflect on 
their own opinions and perceptions of the world. This A Level gives you the chance to explore these 
fundamental questions for as Socrates is famously believed to have said: “The unexamined life is not 
worth living” 
The A Level is also widely recognised and respected by universities. The Russell Group of top  
universities and Oxford and Cambridge have identified and recognised that A Level Religious  
Studies provides students with suitable preparation for university.  Employers are also increasingly 
recognising the value of religious literacy with many companies aiming to promote and better  
understand religious inclusion. Universities and employers are increasingly recognising the  
importance of the skills that can be gained by studying A Level Religious Studies and the relevance 
it has to many degree courses and job roles. For example, many of our Prime Ministers, both past 
and the present Prime Minister, have a Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) degree and A Level 
Religious Studies facilitates a path towards this increasingly popular academic degree course. 
The skills and some of the course content also complements many other A Level subjects such as 
English, Art, Psychology and History.  However, the subject also complements Science and Maths at 
A Level as it allows students to develop a different skill set and knowledge base e.g. being able to 
empathise with others, show emotional intelligence and sensitivity.  Studying this subject alongside 
Maths and Science demonstrates to employers and universities that you are a well-rounded person 
with an informed world view and have essential people skills.   

Careers And University Courses That This A Level Could Support:
A Level Religious Studies allows students to go into many different areas in terms of degree courses 
and careers:
• Medicine degrees and related careers
• Nursing and Midwifery degrees and related careers
• Law and Criminology degrees and related careers
• Psychology degree
• Teaching (Primary or Secondary)
• A Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) degree
• Journalism degree and careers
• Careers in the Police Force
• Business and Sales related careers and degree

3, 2, 1; The 3 Books, 2 Films And 1 Article That Every Prospective Student Should Read Or Watch Before 
Starting This A Level:
3 Books:
• The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S Lewis (specifically the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe)
• The Puzzle of Ethics by Peter Vardy
• The Sage Train: Philosophy Comes to Life by Nicky Hansell
2 Films:
• The Adjustment Bureau (Film)
• The Good Place (TV Series)
1 Article 
• Abortion and the Slippery Slope by Howard Kainz https://www.crisismagazine.com/opinion/abor-

tion-and-the-slippery-slope
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