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Assessment
MFL courses have 3 papers
• Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation 40% of the qualification. This paper draws on vocabulary 

and structures across all four themes.
• Paper 2: Written examination: 30% of the qualification. This paper draws on the study of two  

discrete Spanish works: either two literary texts, or one literary text and one film.
• Paper 3: Speaking: 30% of the qualification. Task 1 draws on vocabulary and structures across all 

four themes. Task 2 is based on independent research selected and carried out by the student. 
The research may be based on one of the themes or on the student’s own subject of interest  
related to the society and culture of the language studied.

Entry Requirements:
Students need grade 6 at GCSE in the language that they wish to study.

Skills That This Course Will Help Students To Develop:  
• Speaking - Being able to speak a second language will enable you to communicate with native 

speakers on a conversational level. You’ll also be able to give presentations and speeches in a 
professional context.

• Listening - Studying a language will expose you to different speaking styles, accents, and  
dialects, not to mention helping you understand a second language when spoken at speed. 
With good aural skills, you’ll be able to watch films, tv shows and listen to music from many  
different countries.

• Reading - Your comprehension skills will be improved through reading in different languages. 
You’ll be able to read new books and understand newspapers and online news sites in another 
language.

• Writing - Learning a language at A-Level will expand your vocabulary and improve your written 
style in your target language as well as your native language. You’ll develop the ability to write 
in many different formats, for example, emails, texts, essays – and you’ll be able to understand 
signs, alerts and public notices.

Extra - And Super-Curricular Opportunities For Students Taking This Subject At ICHS:
• Theatre Visits including beyond London

Lead Teacher/HoTL:  Mr R Mercuri
Exam Board: EDEXCEL A Level Spanish (9SP0)
       A Level French (9FR0)
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Why Study MFL At ICHS:
There are many good reasons to study languages at A-Level.
If you’re good at grasping grammar, or have a curiosity about other cultures, you might want to 
consider studying languages at A-Level. Speaking more than one language, even if only to A-Level, 
can open doors for both study and work opportunities, and it’s seen as a valuable asset to many 
companies.
In our globalised world, the ability to speak another language is seen as a huge asset to many, if not 
most, companies. As degrees are now more commonplace, any added skills that you can bring to 
the table will see you become a stronger contender for a job.
For example, Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in the world, with over 400 million 
speakers. The ability to reach so many potential clients will be seen as a massive advantage to a 
hiring company. 
If you have a desire to work abroad, or in a multinational company, language skills will be  
highly prized. In addition, with many UK companies wishing to maintain strong European relationships 
post-Brexit, languages will only continue to grow in importance.
Why study at ICHS: you will have the support of fluent teachers that not only speak the language but 
also have lived in various foreign country and are passionate about the culture of the language they 
speak and teach. In addition, all MFL teacher are really well experienced and know the exam inside 
out giving you a great chance of success. Last year MFL A-LEVEL had 100% B to A*. 

Careers And University Courses That This A Level Could Support:
Language students have continued to degree courses in Languages, Law, Journalism and many 
more. Many students take a combined degree, which involves studying a language in conjuction 
with another subject.
Languages are facilitating subject according to the Russel Group Universities. 
Careers: PR, Media, Management, teaching, translation, Law, Civil Service, Tourism, diplomatic  
service, translation and interpreting. 

3, 2, 1; The 3 Books, 2 Films And 1 Article That Every Prospective Student Should Read Or Watch Before 
Starting This A Level:
3 Books:
• La Casa de Bernarda Alba by Federico Garcia Lorca (Spanish)
• Les Trois Mousquetaires by Alexandre Dumas
• In Other Words: A Language Lover’s Guide to the Most Intriguing Words Around the World by C.J. 

Moore
2 Films:
• Volver by Pedro Almodovar (Spanish
• Cyrano de Bergerac (1990) (French)
1 Article 
• Why study a language? Association for Language Learning https://www.all-languages.org.uk/

research-practice/why-study-languages/


