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Subject: History
Faculty:  Humanities

Subject Content / Assessment:
• Component 1: Y113, Britain 1930 - 1997
• Component 2: Y219, Russia 1894 -1941
• Component 3: Y315, The changing nature of warfare 1792 - 1945
• Component 4: Y100 -coursework - topic-based essay. 
In Year 12 students will cover the British and Russian units. In Year 13 they will study the warfare unit 
and complete the coursework component. Assessment is via three exam papers and a coursework 
essay.

Entry Requirements:
Students must have GCSE History at Grade 6 or higher. 

Requisite Skills and Aptitudes:
• A good command of written and spoken English will benefit students’ understanding of source  

material.

Skills That This Course Will Help Students To Develop:  
The study of History at ICHS equips students with the skills and knowledge to be informed, and critical 
citizens, both of their own society, and the wider world. A range of transferable skills including  
analysis, communication and debate will be nurtured. Students will engage with a range of  
interpretations of the past, and in doing so, formulate their own. Through the analysis of historical 
sources students will learn to think critically about the material they encounter and learn to produce 
persuasive arguments both verbally, and in writing. These are invaluable skills in a wide range of  
university courses and careers. 
Through regular exam style assessments, students will develop skills in critical thinking and analysis, 
using a variety of question types, sources video material and more. 

Extra - And Super-Curricular Opportunities For Students Taking This Subject At ICHS:
• History society 
• Debating 

Lead Teacher/HoTL:  Mrs Z Khan 
Exam Board: OCR A Level History (H505)
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Why Study History At ICHS:
The study of History is essential for understanding the world in which we live, and develop the skills 
needed to participate meaningfully in society. Through the study of 20th Century British History and 
Russia 1894 – 1941, learners will come to more fully understand the changing nature of their own  
society and that of others. The periods covered are of world significance, in which the political,  
economic and social domains were transformed, affecting not just the societies in which they  
occurred, but those far beyond. History at ICHS engages learners in frequent debate and discussion, 
a quick moving environment in which students are encouraged to engage with a variety of  
perspectives and arguments. Students also have the opportunity to develop their skills as research 
historians through regular presentation work, and, in Year 13, carrying out a coursework project on 
a topic and question of their own choosing. History at ICHS is a compelling subject, both in terms of 
the significance of the topics studied but also the dynamic combination of learning activities and 
materials used. 

Careers And University Courses That This A Level Could Support:
The following careers and degree courses are direclty supported by History A Level: 
• Law
• PPE
• Journalism
• International Relations
• Business
• Economics
• Management
• Social Policy
• Public Relations
• Archaeology
• Museum Curation and many others. 

3, 2, 1; The 3 Books, 2 Films And 1 Article That Every Prospective Student Should Read Or Watch Before 
Starting This A Level:
3 Books:
• Russia in Revolution: An Empire in Crisis, 1890 to 1928 by S.A Smith
• Laver The Impact of Stalin’s Leadership in the USSR 1924-1941
• Churchill: Walking with Destiny by Andrew Roberts 
2 Films:
• Andrew Marr’s History of Modern Britain - a BBC documentary series
• Empire of the Tsars with Lucy Worsley – episode 3
1 Article 
• Fake News is Old News: Britain’s psychological warfare campaign against the Nazis pre-empted 

the information wars of the 21st century. History Today. https://www.historytoday.com/histo-
ry-matters/fake-news-old-news


