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Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

Congratulations to all the students who performed in our Winter Showcase last week.  It was  
fantastic to see so many talented students taking part in such a positive evening - we heard  
fantastic musical performances, learnt about how the EcoCommittee is improving our school  
environment and listened to poetry and inspirational speakers!  Thanks must also go to Mrs Hakim 
and her staff team for organising the event and the Friends of ICHS for providing refreshments.  

Our Sixth Form Open Evening also took place in January.  The event was very well attended and 
gave students (both internal and external) the opportunity to learn about our Sixth Form, discuss 
A Level choices, and to meet our specialist Sixth Form staff, students and teachers.  The sixth form 
students who attended the event to assist our visitors were an absolute credit to the school.  The 
ICHS Sixth Form is extremely successful, results are excellent with 55% of students achieving A* A, and 
77% achieving A*B.  We have specialist programmes to support students in entering the university 
of their choice (including programs for students considering Oxbridge, Medicine and Engineering 
etc), leadership and volunteering opportunities and to develop the specific study skills necessary to 
succeed at both A Level and EPQ, at university and in the workplace.  If your child is in Year 10 or 11 
and you would like to learn more about our Sixth Form please read Future Focus, our sway which is 
sent to families once a month.

Yesterday we welcomed the BBC and Mr A Puthak to our school.  Mr Puthak is an ICHS alumni,  
Cambridge graduate and city lawyer.  Mr Puthak comes from a Hindu background and loves his 
faith.  But for many years he’s found it hard to reconcile the fact that he is also gay.  Mr Pathak 
gave an inspiring speech to a group of Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 students, his core message was about 
kindness.  He encouraged us to choose our words carefully, explaining that our words can be our 
biggest tool but also our most powerful weapon.  He ended his speech by reminding us that in a 
world where we can be anything, we can all choose to be kind.

I have sent a letter to all students, parents and carers reiterating our school rules regarding 
uniform and the use of mobile phones. Please read the letter carefully. You have all  
chosen to send your children to a school that has high standards in terms of uniform and  
behaviour expectations, we really do appreciate your support in ensuring these high standards  
are maintained.

I have been contacted by the local residents who live in the flats opposite the school.  They have 
asked if I can remind parents about the importance of parking considerately.  Please can I ask 
all parents who drive to the school to follow the highway code and to be considerate to our  
neighbours.  It is not acceptable to park on other people’s drives, block neighbours’ cars in  
preventing them from collecting their own children from school, some times stop in the middle of 
the road to let children out of your car, or to drive on a crowded pavement.  Please can we all work 
together to make the journey to and from school safe for all our children.

Best wishes
Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


