
Ilford County High School  
25.02.22    |     ISSUE 10

Empowering to excel by learning together

INTEGRITY            COURTESY            HARD WORK            SUCCESS 

Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

Coronavirus
The Prime Minister announced a number of changes to coronavirus legislation earlier this week.  The 
Prime Minister’s key message was a move from “government restrictions to personal responsibility”. 
This means that although the legal requirement for some restrictions has been removed, they remain 
as recommendations.  For example, adults and children who test positive are still being “advised” 
to stay at home and avoid contact with others for at least five days, and then follow the guidance 
until they record two negative test results on consecutive days.

People are being advised that there are safer behaviours they can adopt to reduce the risk of  
infection. Precautions remain particularly important to those who are at higher risk if they catch 
coronavirus, although due to advances in vaccination and therapeutics, this group is now better  
protected. Schools are busy spaces with very mixed populations,  we want to work together with 
to reduce the risk of infection and protect our students, staff members and families.  We have 
changed our risk assessment to reflect recent changes, key changes are detailed below:

Face Coverings
• Face coverings will no longer be required in classes or communal areas, but if staff and students 

feel reassured by wearing them then they are allowed to do so. In some instances, staff and  
students may feel obliged to wear a face covering to reassure vulnerable family members (such 
as elderly relatives who they live with) and we are happy to support this currently. 

Ventilation
• When school is in operation, it is important to ensure it is well ventilated and that a comfortable 

teaching environment is maintained. Good ventilation reduces the concentration of the virus in 
the air, which reduces the risk from airborne transmission.   Windows in classrooms will be opened 
to allow fresh air to circulate.

Students
• All students should sanitise on entry to and exit from all rooms.
• The one-way system will remain for students

Visitors
• Wherever possible parental meetings should be held virtually.  Parent Teacher Consultation  

evenings and other events will continue to be delivered online.

Testing Positive for C19
• Adults and children who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid 

contact with other people for at least 5 full days, and then continue to follow the guidance until 
they have received 2 negative test results on consecutive days.

We will continue to adapt our risk assessment for coronavirus to reflect conditions nationally, locally 
and in school.  This may mean that we may need to move back to tighter restrictions in school but 
we all hope that we can continue to lighten restrictions over time.
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Headteacher’s Update Continued

Information evenings for parents
As a school we are planning for the next academic year.  Online Parent Teacher Consultation  
Evenings have proved very popular, and we have received positive feedback from parents on this 
new format.  In particular, parents have enjoyed appointments running on time and being able to 
have a conversation with a member of staff without being overheard by other parents.  Moving 
forward we will be keeping this online format.   
 
Parent information evenings such as Home-School Links and Progress Evenings for individual year 
groups are currently being held online.  We will continue with an online format for this academic 
year but would welcome your feedback on whether you would prefer these to be in-person events 
held in school in the future or if you would prefer them to continue online.  If you could reply to the 
quick, two-minute survey below, it would be very helpful.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4RgFkJyKuUSmg1rDEKjdNHjm8xmlSwxPjzx-
O0OxoMK1UMVlaMDcyUEtMNUsyVlFHRlRUNlBIRlMyUC4u
 
We are hoping to be able to return to holding concerts and prize giving events in school.  As  
restrictions continue to be lifted, we will continue to update our risk assessments.  We appreciate 
that public concerts and events are taking place but arrangements in school sometimes have to 
be different.  Our biggest concern would be having lots of staff and students testing positive to  
coronavirus after this kind of event, this could result in the school having to return to online learning 
whilst staffing levels recovered. 

Barkingside High Street
You may have heard that there was a serious incident on the High Street on Wednesday.  This  
incident did not involve any students from our school.  As a precaution the police have asked me to 
encourage all student to go home directly after school and not to spend longer than is necessary 
‘hanging around’ the local streets and on Barkingside High Street.  Your children will have told you 
that staff have been on Barkingside High Street this week encouraging students to get on their buses 
and to go home.  

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher
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