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Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,
With half-term already upon us the Autumn Term is rushing past.  We started the academic year 
celebrating excellent results at both GCSE and A Level.  We have welcomed a new cohort of Year 
7 and Year 12 students into school, and all our students have been immersed in their learning.  Year 
11 completed their practice examinations this week with Year 13, 12 and 10 following immediately 
after half-term.  A gentle reminder to all to ensure students maintain a good balance between  
studying and relaxing.  We all need to break revision into bite-sized chunks for maximum impact 
and it is rest breaks, physical activity and good quality sleep that allow our brains to consolidate our 
learning and commit it to memory.

As part of our Black History Month activities staff have all been wearing red today to highlight the issue 
of racism and colourism in our society.  This has supplemented the work that our curriculum teams 
have undertaken in lessons, our pastoral teams have undertaken in assemblies and during tutor 
time and the extra-curricular activities that have also taken place.  I would like to extend my thanks 
to all our staff and students for getting involved, asking questions and breaking down prejudices. 

 Did you know that secondary schools across the country throw away more than 650 million plastic 
bottles each year?  We are introducing a new initiative next half-term in collaboration with our new 
caterers Innovate, to reduce waste by removing single use plastic bottles from our canteens.  All 
students will be provided with a refillable plastic bottle which they will be able to fill with either water 
or ‘generation juice’.  Generation juice contains only natural flavours and colours, contains real fruit 
juice, contains no added sugar, gluten or lactose and is vegan. Students will be able to purchase 
tokens in the canteen to fill their bottles with generation juice, with a serving counting as one of their 
‘five a day’.  More information will follow after the half-term break.

Thank-you to all the parents who are using our new Evolve system to enrol their children in clubs and 
extra-curricular activities at school.  The system is proving to be a great success.  Please could I ask 
that parents discuss each activity with their child before signing them up.  We have had a number of 
incidents where students have been signed up for clubs by their parents but the student themselves 
does not wish to attend the activity.  This can be upsetting for the student, and it also means that 
other children, who would like to attend the club are unable to do so if all the places have gone.  
Thank-you for your support in this matter.

ICHS students have been participating in their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expeditions this half-term.  
We have been working with a new provider, Let’s Get Out, who were extremely impressed by our  
students saying “what a great group of young people they were, we also had a compliment from the 
wardens on the campsite saying how polite the boys were when leaving camp yesterday morning, 
which doesn’t happen as often as you might think”.

The Friends of ICHS are holding a collection for pre-loved items of school uniform that they can sell 
on to parents at reduced cost.  If you do have items of school uniform (and school sports kit), that no 
longer fit your child but are in good condition, please consider donating them.  You will be helping 
out another family and raising money for ICHS students. The Friends have organised a collection in 
school on 4th November 2022.

I hope you all have a safe and restful half-term break.  We look forward to welcoming you back on 
Monday 31st October 2022.

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


