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Empowering to excel by learning together

INTEGRITY            COURTESY            HARD WORK            SUCCESS 

Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

Anti-Bullying Week 2022 takes place between Monday 14th and Friday 18th November 2022. This 
year the Anti-Bullying week theme is ‘Reach Out’. Anti-Bullying Week is coordinated by the Anti 
-Bullying Alliance, which is based at leading children’s charity the National Children’s Bureau. ICHS 
celebrates Anti-Bullying Week every year.

This year all Year 8 students took part in anti-bullying workshops on Monday and Year 9 students took 
part in anti-discrimination workshops on Wednesday. All our students participated in anti-bullying 
activities during their pastoral lessons, the key theme for Votes for School activities this week was 
exploring the world of “fandoms”, they found out about real-life examples of the power of devoted 
fans, as well as investigating when and where these can go too far. They then went on to decide: 
“Do fandoms encourage bullying?”

Sadly, bullying can take place wherever people gather together whether that is in person or online.  
Here at ICHS we take a zero-tolerance approach to bullying, and we work hard to prevent bullying 
and to educate our students on the damage that bullying can do.  

We would like to invite you, as parents and carers to help support us with this important work.  Please 
can you discuss with your children the importance of being kind and supportive to all members of 
our community no matter what their background or characteristics might be. Unkind comments or 
excluding other children from games and activities is unacceptable.  You may wish to consider the 
following areas for discussion, some of which you may be familiar with whilst others you may not 
have considered before: 

•  Racism is prejudice or discrimination directed against other people because they are of a  
 different race or ethnicity

•  Colourism (or shadeism) is prejudice or discrimination against people who may come from  
 similar backgrounds based on the colour of people’s skin, and the cultural stereotypes that  
 may be attached to skin colour.

•  Homophobia, transphobia, biphobia and acephobia  are terms used to describe the fear  
 or dislike or someone, based on prejudice or negative attitudes, beliefs or views about  
 people who are or are perceived to be lesbian, gay, queer, trans, bi or asexual.

•  Religious discrimination is prejudice or discrimination directed against other people because 
  they are of a different religious belief, or do not hold religious beliefs

•  Sexism is prejudice or discrimination based on one’s sex or gender. Sexism can affect  
 anyone, but it primarily affects women and girls. It has been linked to stereotypes and gender  
 roles, and may include the belief that one sex or gender is intrinsically superior to another.
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There are, of course other forms of discrimination. Discrimination and bullying of any kind is  
unacceptable. We work hard to keep bullying out of our school, this work was acknowledged  
by Ofsted who said “Bullying does not happen often, but when it is picked up it is dealt with firmly. 
Pupils behave well in lessons and around the school. They are courteous to their teachers and to 
visitors.” when they visited in 2021. In addition, Ofsted reported that “Staff also encourage pupils  
to look after their physical and mental health. Pupils said that their teachers talk about mental  
well-being all the time. If pupils have a concern about anything, they can speak to a teacher. Pupils 
access extra support if they need it.”  

Thank-you for your support in keeping bullying and discrimination out of our school.  It is so important 
that we educate our students on the importance of being kind and supportive to everyone. By doing 
this we prepare them for life in modern Britain.

If your child would like additional support in school, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


