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Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

The last day of the Spring Term will be Friday 1st April.  School will finish at 1.25pm on this day.   
All students will have their lesson one, lesson two, registration, break and lesson three as normal.   
All students will then go directly to lesson 4 (between 12.25 and 1.25pm).  Following lesson 4 
students will be dismissed. If your child is in receipt of free school meals, there will be a 
packed lunch available for them to take home if required, please reply to the survey 
that will be sent to you separately indicating whether your child would like to collect a free 
school meal.  Teachers will be using the valuable time gained from students early departure 
to undertake a range of team building activities now that coronavirus restrictions have  
lifted sufficiently for us to meet, as a whole school staff, in person.

Redbridge have asked all schools to share a survey with their students.  The survey asks students to 
think about how schools can help support their mental health.  A link to the survey is given below. 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/mentalhealthandschools

In my last newsletter I included a link to a survey asking for parental feedback on whether parents 
would prefer our Parent Information Evenings and Home School Links Meetings to be held online or 
in person.  As you can see we had 42 responses to our survey.  In both cases the majority of parents 
expressed a preference for online meetings, so we will use a model of online meetings next  
academic year.  Towards the end of the next academic year we will conduct a similar survey to see 
if parents are finding the new arrangements helpful. 

In addition to the two key questions asked above, we also invited parents to leave comments.  
One suggestion made by parents was that it would be nice, particularly in Year 7, to have an  
opportunity to meet with other parents in school.  We will therefore make our first Year 7 Parent  
Information Evening Event in September 2022, an in-person event to give parents the change to 
meet with one another.



INTEGRITY            COURTESY            HARD WORK            SUCCESS 

Headteacher’s Update Continued

Parents also asked if it would be possible to extend the length of each appointment during our  
Parent Teacher Consultation Evenings.  These events have been very successfully held online  
since the start of the pandemic and we have received a great deal of positive feedback on how  
well the new online system works.  Sadly, there is not enough time to extend appointment times  
on these evenings.  This is because teachers often teach more than one class in each year 
group and if we extend appointment times it would mean that teachers would see fewer  
parents during the evening.  We appreciate that parents may need longer to discuss their 
child’s needs, particularly if they are not making as much progress as we would like. In  
order to address this, we are introducing an additional evening for parents of students in 
Key Stage Four and Five who are not making as much progress as we would like.  These  
evenings will be invitation only events and will start next academic year.  If you have questions  
that you would like to ask staff regarding your child’s progress, please feel free to email the  
school at enquiries@ichs.org.uk your email will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff who 
will be happy to help you.
 
We will be reminding students about the importance of crossing roads safely on their journey to 
and from school.  I would appreciate your support in reminding your children of the importance of  
looking around them, being aware of traffic and their surroundings and avoiding playing on their 
mobile phones whilst walking along.  We all want the children to be able to get to and from school 
safely.

Please can I remind all parents to park considerately when dropping off or picking up their children 
from school.  In particular, please do not stop on the roundabout outside the school or park over 
people’s drives, in reserved car parking spaces or local residents’ drives.  The school works hard 
to maintain very positive relationships with local residents and we are currently receiving many  
complaints about inconsiderate behaviour.  I know the vast majority of parents drive carefully and 
park sensibly but the behaviour of a few is tarnishing the reputation of the many and I would like to 
ask for your help in stopping this from happening. 

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


