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Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,
We marked Remembrance Day in school with a minute silence so that our school community could 
pay their respects to the men and women, who have given their lives in wars and conflict, to protect 
our nation.  The students in Year 8 read the names of all the students and teachers of ICHS who gave 
their lives during World War One and Two.  We also included the names of ICHS students who were 
killed during the Blitz.  It is always a poignant moment which gives us all the opportunity to reflect not 
only past conflicts, but to remember those whose lives are being shaped by conflict today.

From Monday 14th November we are going single use plastic 
free in the canteen! This important environmental measure 
means that we will stop selling bottled water. In preparation 
for this change, during form time this week we distributed 
an ICHS water bottles to every student.  This reusable water 
bottle can be used time and again in school, although 
students can use another water bottle instead if they prefer. 
Students will still have access to the water fountains in school 
and over half-term we also had two new flavoured water  
machines installed in the canteen.  Students can buy a token  
for 50p or £1 through ParentPay to purchase the flavoured  
water using their water bottle. On Monday 14th November 
the catering company are doing a promotion in school, 
each student will receive a free token to try the flavoured 
water machine. Students will need to take a water bottle 
to the canteen during break or lunch to take advantage 
of this offer.

Please can we ask all parents to encourage their children to write their names on their water bottle.  
We will only be able to return a student’s water bottle if they have written their name on it.  Please 
can I also ask parents to check that their child has not accidently brought home another student’s 
PE kit or coat.  We appreciate that this sometimes happens - if you do have items belonging to  
someone else, please ask your child to drop them off at the school office.  They won’t get into trouble, 
and we will be able to reunite lost items with their owners.  Thank-you.

I would like to remind students and parents that vape pens are not allowed in school.  This is because 
vaping presents a health risk to children and young people.  It is illegal for a child to purchase  
vaping equipment and it is a criminal offence for an adult to purchase vaping products for anybody 
under the age of 18.  Children put themselves at considerable risk if they use vape products and this 
risk increases substantially if they use vape products purchased from the internet or unofficial outlets 
which are frequently unregulated and can contain dangerous substances.

If a student is found in possession of vapes or vaping equipment in school, they will face a sanction.   
If a student is found to be sharing or trading vapes then a more serious sanction will be applied, 
which may include issuing suspensions or exclusions from school.  Parents may find it useful to read 
the schools behaviour policy which is available on the school’s website.  Thankfully incidents of  
students using vapes in our school have been rare, but we feel it is important that we remind  
parents and students of the risks of vaping and smoking and that we ask for your support in keeping 
our students safe.

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


