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Empowering to excel by learning together

INTEGRITY            COURTESY            HARD WORK            SUCCESS 

Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

I have attached an information poster to this email, from Fusion and BEWIZE.  These Redbridge  
organisations offer young people advice on substance use and sexual health, both services are free 
and happy to offer support to young people who might need it.

The ICHS Curriculum
The ICHS curriculum is academic, broad, and balanced.  The curriculum develops students’  
knowledge and understanding alongside the higher order thinking skills or ‘Habits of Learning’ 
that students need to excel both in school and when they move onto further education and  
employment.  As a school we regularly review our curriculum, and having completed our most  
recent review we have concluded that our curriculum continues to successfully meet the needs of 
our students, and that with some small changes we can further enhance our provision.  I am writing 
today to share these changes with you:

Key Stage Five
We will continue to offer our students the opportunity to follow both a three A Level and a four 
A Level pathway in our Sixth Form.  Our Sixth Form curriculum already includes pastoral, careers/
UCAS and study-skills enhancement programmes delivered through pastoral lessons, Personal  
Development and Futures courses, Physical Education, and Supervised Study sessions.  All students 
also have the opportunity to participate in a wide range of leadership programmes, volunteering 
programmes, and Elite Sport.
 
This academic year we have introduced EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) to our programme 
of study.  Following our curriculum review, next academic year we will be widening this provision to 
give all students who are on our three A Level pathway the opportunity to participate in EPQ.

Key Stage Four
At ICHS we appreciate the value of the English Baccalaureate, but in our school, we believe a gold 
standard education goes beyond that measure, therefore every student at ICHS will continue to 
study the English Baccalaureate Plus.  Our broad and balanced curriculum empowers students, 
giving them the skills and knowledge, they need to maximise their opportunities at the end of Key 
Stage Four.  Most of our students will choose to specialise their curriculum through the study of A 
Levels, however the range of subjects covered, and experiences gained, opens pathways such as 
modern apprenticeships and moving directly into the workplace.
 
Following our review, the Key Stage Four curriculum remains largely unchanged with all students 
studying for GCSEs in: English Language and English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, a Humanities subject (either History or Geography), a Modern Foreign Language (either 
French, German or Spanish), a Creative Subject (Art, Design Technology, Food and Nutrition, Music, 
or PE) and a subject of their choice (an additional Creative, Language or Humanities subject or  
Business Studies, Computing, or Psychology).  In addition, students’ study for non-examined  
courses in Personal Development and Physical Education as well as participating in a full pastoral 
programme.
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Headteacher’s Update Continued

Key Stage Four Continued
Students currently take a short course GCSE in Philosophy and Ethics (Religious Studies) which they 
begin in Year 9 and complete at the end of Year 10.  Following our curriculum review, students will 
study for a full GCSE course in Philosophy and Ethics (Religious Studies), which they will sit with their 
other GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11.  The first-year group to take the full course GCSE 
in Philosophy and Ethics (Religious Studies) are our current Year 9, who will sit the examination in  
Summer 2024.

Key Stage Three
At Key Stage Three we deliver the full national curriculum.  Our curriculum is broad and balanced 
and allows our students to develop both academically and creatively.   Following our curriculum 
review, we are implementing three key changes to our Key Stage Three curriculum:

1. Students currently study two modern foreign European languages (two from French, German 
and Spanish) in Year 7 and Year 8, before taking one of those languages forward to study to 
GCSE from Year 9 onwards.  Following our curriculum review, we have decided that in the future 
students will study one modern foreign European language from Year 7 right the way through 
to GCSE at the end of Year 11. This will allow us to allocate more time to students for them to 
master one modern foreign European Language.  Students in our current Year 8 have already 
decided which language they will study from Year 9 onwards.  Students in our current Year 7 will, 
this week, begin deciding which language they wish to study from Year 8 onwards.

2. Our students currently study Oracy in Year 7 and 8 to develop their confidence in speaking 
and listening.  Following our curriculum review, we will be adding the study of Drama to this 
course, creating a two-year course in Oracy and Drama.  This will allow us to support students in  
developing a broader range of communication skills.

3. In the past, our students made a choice as to which creative subject they wished to study to 
GCSE at the end of Year 8.  Whilst many of our students enjoy making a choice at this time, it 
does narrow our Year 9 curriculum as students do not study the full suite of creative subjects.  
Moving forward, following our curriculum review, all students will continue to study the full suite 
of creative subjects (Art, Design Technology, Food and Nutrition, Music and PE) until the end of 
Year 9.  Students will decide which creative subject they wish to study for GCSE at the end of 
Year 9.

Our curriculum offers students a broad and balanced education that goes beyond purely  
academic study to teach students the skills they will need when they leave school and enter further 
education or the workplace.  Our curriculum review has allowed us to enhance our curriculum offer 
to ensure it fully meets the needs of the young people who attend Ilford County High School.

Mrs R Drysdale
Headteacher


