
Welcome to the first edition of the Design and Technology Alumni. We are excited to 
launch this platform reconnecting all our previous A-level D&T students, with our current 
and future students here at Ilford County High School. 
This is an exciting platform, where our alumni will be actively involved in supporting,  
inspiring and guiding our current students to excel through planned events, workshops 
and activities. Students will also find out more about courses on offer; this will enthuse 
them to consider the many exciting and relevant courses available in 2021. We will 
also include details of the vast array of industrial opportunities opening up in the global  
economy. 

The network possibilities are vast amongst other alumni, building upon their skillset,  
knowledge and contacts across different fields within Design and Technology. Most of 
our alumni have pursued degrees and career paths in Product Design, Engineering,  
Architecture, Graphics, whilst others have chosen Medicine, Computing, Accounting 
and Finance.

The Design and Technology department is currently building a range of partnerships  
with industry and higher educational establishments. Our aim is to continue securing  
networks to engage and provide specialist support and opportunities for industry  
exposure, from webinars to work experience, all of which will prove beneficial to  
those involved. If you work in a DT specialist field and you would like to be part of our  
network, we look forward to hearing from you. Please contact me using the following 
email address: designtechnology@ichs.org.uk

As part of forming this platform, it has been an honour to have caught up with the  
majority of our alumni. I look forward to working with them on numerous projects and 
activities we have planned. 

Recently, I have interviewed two of our alumni for this first edition newsletter, as you 
will agree it has been interesting gaining an insight into their current experience and  
progress at university. Hasan Farah completed his studies at ICHS in July 2018, and Jarek 
Jacob finished earlier this year, July 2020. Their interviews are on the following pages. 

I would like to thank all of our alumni, current partners and universities networks for their 
involvement so far. On behalf of the Design and Technology department I wish you a 
festive break and a healthy, happy and successful new year.

Mr H Ibrahim
Head of Design and Technology

Photo Taken @Business Design Centre New Designers Exhibition 2019.
ICHS Product Design Class 2020
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What were your chosen A-level subjects at Ilford  
County High School? 
Product Design, Physics and Maths.

How did you find your transition from A-levels to  
University, and what aspects of the A-level course 
did you develop further at University?
All three A levels were important in my overall  
success in my chosen field of study however DT 
has helped me the most as it’s a design-based 
course. All the interesting ideas I come up with 
during my time in this course has stemmed from 
the ideas I used to come up with from DT and the 
process of building a concept and developing it 
from there.

Why did you choose to study for your degree, and 
why at that University? 
I chose Architectural Technology at Westminster 
University as  they had the best opportunities  
for me to incorporate my design work along  
with my physics and mathematical skills. I  
didn’t want to move away from home so  
Westminster was ultimately my final decision. 
At first I wanted to go into Interior Design but  
that module would have been more design  
based and less Maths and Physics knowledge 
used overall and I am glad I didn’t go down this 
route. 

What are the key modules you have enjoyed so 
far and why?
Construction technology modules due to the 
sheer amount of knowledge I have gained 
from many building materials and technologies 
used and I have done a fair share of tests on  
materials in the Fabrication labs. My Design project  
modules have been the most interesting, as most 
of the design-based work is carried out and I can 
have fun playing around with different design  
ideas. 

What is the most recent brief you have been  
working on? 

I have been given a site in Bermondsey where 
I have to redesign and refurbish and climbing 
wall centre (B1+ climbing wall) and I have been  
thoroughly enjoying it so far. My concept was 
amazing to begin with and it has let my designs 
flourish (an image is provided on the next page).
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Have you worked with real life clients or had  
exposure to industry – how was this experience? 
I haven’t worked with any real life clients yet  
unfortunately however I am currently working  
with Imperial medical students to work on  
redesigning a medical clinic for patients with  
Dementia. I also have work experience coming 
up in January where I will be working closely with 
people within the fieldof architecture!

What are your future aspirations after completing 
your degree? 
I hope to move abroad and get a job overseas 
working as an Architectural Technologist. I want 
to provide back to my community so I will be 
gaining the necessary experience to one day  
fulfil this dream!

What would you be your advice to students  
planning on taking a design-related course at 
University? 
Work on your designing skills and understand 
that the process can take time. It is always good 
to experiment with many ideas before sticking 
to one design. Having friends judge your  
designs opens up constructive criticism in areas  
you haven’t considered yourself. Working on  
CAD softwares are essential as you will be using 
these frequently to bring your work into realisation 
so get learning now while you have the time.
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What were your chosen A-level subjects at Ilford  
County High School? 

Product Design, Geography and Biology.

How did you find your transition from A-levels to  
University, and what aspects of the A-level course 
did you develop further at University?

For me, it was a welcoming transition to University. 
I immediately appreciated the freedom and  
the new social interactions I was able to have 
with my peers as well as lecturers after being  
in isolation for so long. At the time of writing  
this, I have only been at CSM for nine weeks. But 
the skill I have continually developed is group 
work. Being able to coordinate and satisfy a brief 
in a group of 9.

Why did you choose to study for your degree, and 
why at that University? 
I chose to carry on pursuing Product Design 
from the Sixth Form and realised this in Year 
12. Central Saint Martin’s BAPID course has  
produced the most Royal Designers than any 
other undergraduate course in the world. 
Also, the fact it was a well-known university  
that only offered art courses meant that I  
would aways have access to industry links 
and lecturers with excellent knowledge and  
experience. 

What is the most recent brief you have been  
working on?
In my group of 9, we were tasked to research, 
model and render three lamps: a crafters lamp, 
a desk-based lamp and a residential lighting  
solution. Like I said earlier, the briefs I’ve been 
receiving, focus on teaching each other the  
different skills. For example, I was able to  
develop my Adobe Suite skills from my peers,  
and I taught them how to design and render  
in SolidWorks. These simple briefs allow for  
everyone to develop their skill sets together.

Have you worked with real-life clients or had  
exposure to industry – how was this experience? 

I have not worked with real-life clients yet in  
University. However, in the Sixth Form, I worked 
with a Biofuel company called Greenergy, The  
Mayor of London and Simon, the Principal  
Policy and Programme Officer - Environment.  
For my A-level coursework, I worked with the  
sound engineers at Black Box Studio. The  
experiences were great for me and gave me a  
lot of confidence in working by myself.

Jarek Jacob
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What are your future aspirations after completing 
your degree?
After completing my degree, I’d like to spend 
a minimum of 5 years in industry, specifically 
in a multi-disciplinary design firm. A work  
environment that would allow me to work on  
a range of design briefs from domestic products 
to automotive design.

What would you be your advice to students  
planning on taking a design-related course at 
University? 
I would advise that you learn SolidWorks to a good 
standard as you will use this software both at  
university and in the workplace.

If you have concluded that you might want to 
pursue design in any form, from my experience 
of interviews, I would recommend to produce 
a detailed portfolio in addition to your NEA.   
Start to plan early, as this will allow you to  
create a portfolio demontrating varied skills and 
practical techniques.

A portfolio is a reflection of you, during interviews 
the judging panel will inspect whilst you do a  
university tour so it is important that it represents 
you in the best of light. 
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