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Subject: Art & Design
Faculty:  Creative

Subject Content:
Introductory Workshops; 
Component 1 (Personal Investigation); 
Component 2 (Externally Set Assignment)
Topics:
Introductory Workshops: Students explore a range of art skills and media under the themes of Exterior 
and Interior. These include painting, drawing, printmaking, digital media, 3d media. 
Component 1: A personal project with the theme chosen by each student, based on their interests. 
Component 2: Students are given a list of themes set by the exam board and must choose one to 
develop as a project.  

Assessment
60% coursework portfolio (Component 1) 40% Externally Set Assignment portfolio (Component 2)

Entry Requirements:
Minimum Grade 6 at a GCSE Art Subject (Art & Design; Fine Art; Graphic Design)

Skills That This Course Will Help Students To Develop:  
A level Art and Design develops students’ technical abilities across a range of Art and Design media, 
including painting, printmaking, digital media (for example Adobe Photoshop or Blender) and  
sculpture. It also develops students conceptual thinking and creative problem-solving abilities. 
Through a well-structured, process-driven curriculum and with reference to historic and  
contemporary artists and designers, students will become experts at developing an idea from first 
rough thoughts all the way through to a final, personal outcome.  

Extra - And Super-Curricular Opportunities For Students Taking This Subject At ICHS:
There is an annual trip to a major London Museum or gallery - this year we are visiting the National 
Gallery. There are also regular competitions for students to engage in, in collaboration with outside 
organisations - for example the Mayor of London’s ‘Design Future London’ challenge. This gives  
students practical experience of working against real-world design briefs. 

Lead Teacher/HoTL:  Mr J Aye
Exam Board: AQA A Level Art & Design (7201C)
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Why Study Art At ICHS:
A level Art and Design at ICHS is a high-achieving subject, with consistently excellent results (100% A* 
in 2022). In a supportive and encouraging environment, students gain the knowledge and skills they 
need to develop a personal vision and distinct voice as a contemporary artist and designer. They 
also gain knowledge and understanding of a range of art and design careers, so they can consider 
where to take their art careers in the future. For students who don’t wish to pursue art for further study 
or as a career, studying Art at A level provides important creative and critical thinking skills, as well 
as cultural capital, that can benefit applications for other subjects – for example, we often have 
prospective medical students studying art. ICHS students are given everything they need to pursue 
the creative careers they wish at the best universities in the country.
 
Careers And University Courses That This A Level Could Support:
An A level in Art would support the following careers or degree courses:
• Fine Art    •  Theatre Production
• Architecture   •  Art History
• Landscape Architecture •  Advertising
• Urban Planning   •  Cultural Studies
• Graphic Design   •  Philosophy
• Illustration    •  Sociology
• Interior Design   •  Anthropology
• Film Production   •  Psychology
• Game Design   •  Publishing
• Visual Effects for Film  •  Museum and Gallery Curation
• Fashion Design

3, 2, 1; The 3 Books, 2 Films And 1 Article That Every Prospective Student Should Read Or Watch Before 
Starting This A Level:
3 Books:
• ‘Ways of Seeing’, John Berger
• ‘The Shock of the New’, Robert Hughes
• ‘Art Since 1980’, Peter R. Kalb
2 Films:
• ‘Light and Magic’, dir. Lawrence Kasdan
• ‘Hypernormalisation’; dir. Adam Curtis
1 Article 
• How to make a living from your art: young artists share their stories https://www.theguardian.com/

education/2018/oct/30/how-to-make-a-living-from-your-art-young-artists-share-their-stories


